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Community Event Guide

Hosting a community event on behalf of the Faces of Influenza educational initiative is an excellent way to raise awareness about the importance of influenza immunization among many audiences – consumer, professional, and media.  These events can encompass a number of elements and be tailored to meet the needs of a community while delivering the message in an interesting, entertaining way.  Types of events can include:

· Immunization clinics

· Consumer education events

· Physician education events

· “Celebrity” meet and greets
Considerations When Planning an Event
A community event on any scale can take a great deal of preparation and legwork and it is important to consider the following factors when planning:

· What level of support is there from partner organizations?

· For media outreach?

· For event staffing?

· For event preparation?

· For budget contributions?

· For community contacts?

· What are the budget considerations?

· What media contacts are there?  

· How much time can be devoted to pre-event publicity?

· Are there “experts” to lend credibility to the event – physician speakers, health department representatives, etc?

· Are there relationships with local “celebrities” to help raise awareness?

· Are there relationships with local government health officials?

· Are there places where you can hold a clinic and are there relationships with vaccine administrators?

· Is there enough time to plan something for influenza season?

· What are the competing health messages in the community?

Depending on the answers to the questions above, there is an event strategy that can meet the community’s needs.  An influenza immunization awareness event can be as easy as conducting local media outreach or distributing flyers in high traffic areas.  Or, an event can be as sophisticated as an influenza immunization clinic with a local celebrity on-hand to lend moral support to those getting vaccinated.  Some other ideas include:

· Hosting an educational session with local community groups, possibly using the influenza immunization presentation included in this kit 

· Senior citizen or community center

· School groups such as the Parent Teacher Association

· Civic organizations (local chamber, Rotary, Kiwanis, etc)

· Church groups

· Distributing Faces of Influenza materials, playing the digital portrait gallery DVD, and providing an expert to answer questions at already established community vaccination clinics

· Arranging for a “traveling” clinic to reach people in more remote areas

· Arranging a local media tour with a prominent local physician, politician, or celebrity

· The media tour can be in support of a consumer event or a stand-alone activity

Hosting a consumer event or conducting media outreach is a wonderful way to raise awareness about the importance of influenza immunization and form lasting relationships in your community.  Hosting an event allows for one-on-one interaction with those attending and can make the difference between people receiving an influenza immunization or not.

By creating a consumer or media event you can successfully improve influenza immunization rates and reduce influenza mortality and illness in your community.  In addition, your organization can:

· Take a leadership role in the prevention of influenza in your community

· Leverage the power of a high profile national consumer awareness campaign

· Minimize the confusion of mixed messages on influenza vaccination
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