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INFLUENZA

In collaboration with sanofi pasteur





Template Media Alert
Note: 
This template media alert can be used to inform local media about upcoming vaccination events involving local partners or spokespeople. 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, on average 5% to 20% of the US population will suffer from influenza this year. To calculate the impact on your area, first you’ll need to find out the population of your area. You can find city and county census information for your area by going to http://www.factfinder.census.gov/. Once you’ve determined the population for your area, multiply your community’s population by 5% and again by 20%. Those figures will give a range of the average number of area residents who will suffer from influenza this year. In the body copy, insert “Between ___ and ___ [insert city or county] area residents will suffer from influenza in an average year.” 
Media Contact: 
[Insert Local ALA contact]

MEDIA ALERT

The American Lung Association Kicks Off 2011-2012 Influenza Season In [Insert Region]
WHAT:
[Insert local spokesperson(s)] are partnering with the [insert local lung Association] to kick off the 2011-2012 influenza season in [insert region] by getting vaccinated against seasonal influenza in support of the Faces of Influenza initiative on [insert date].  

The American Lung Association’s Faces of Influenza campaign encourages all [insert region] residents to see themselves and their loved ones among the many “faces” of influenza.  

[Insert details on event]
WHO:
[Insert local spokesperson(s)] have joined the Faces of Influenza campaign to help educate [insert region] families about the importance of annual vaccination against seasonal influenza. As local spokespeople, it is [his, her, their] hope that through leading by example, all members of the [insert region]-area community will see themselves as “faces” of influenza – people 6 months of age and older who should be immunized against influenza this and every year – and get vaccinated.
WHY: 
We all are “faces” of influenza and are at risk of contracting the virus. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), with the support of leading health experts, recommends that everyone 6 months of age and older be immunized. In an average year, the CDC estimates between [insert figure] and [insert figure] [insert region]-area residents will suffer from seasonal influenza.
The best way to reduce influenza disease and its complications is through annual vaccination. Vaccination is safe and effective, and the best way to help prevent influenza and its complications. 
WHEN: 
[Insert Date]
[Insert Time] 

WHERE:
[Insert Location and Address]

CONTACT:
For interview requests or for additional information, please contact [insert name(s) and contact information].  
INFO:
For more information about the Faces of Influenza initiative or to find nearby influenza vaccination clinics, visit www.facesofinfluenza.org. The American Lung Association’s Faces of Influenza campaign is made possible through a collaboration with sanofi pasteur.
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